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                Lake Michigan-Huron is now 4 inches lower than it was at this time last year. - 
From a month ago the water levels on Lakes Superior, Michigan-Huron, St Clair, Erie & Ontario are up 0, 2, 3, 2 & 2 inches, respectively. Lakes Superior, Michigan-Huron, St Clair, Erie & Ontario are lower by 7, 4, 10, 7 & 11 inches, respectively, than they were at this time last year. Lakes Michigan-Huron, St Clair, Erie are 0, 6 & 8 inches, respectively, above their long-term April average and Lake Superior & Ontario are 2 & 5 inches below, respectively. All the lakes remain well below their April record highs. - 
In a month’s time Lakes Superior, Michigan-Huron, St. Clair, Erie & Ontario are expected to rise by 2, 3, 2, 2 & 6
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                    Parks Canada is Seeking Comments on Floating Accomodations on Historical Canals

                    


                


                

                Parks Canada is currently seeking public comments on the introduction of a new regulation to restrict floating homes from mooring overnight on the Trent-Severn Waterway and the Rideau Canal. This change, which will take effect on May 1, 2024, on the historic canals, is intended to give Parks Canada greater control over floating accommodations that are not primarily used for navigation on its waterways. All other mooring provisions will remain the same for property owners and boats at lock stations and licensed marinas. - 
Although the Trent-Severn Waterway is not on Georgian Bay, this notice is another step to getting the right regulations in place with all levels of federal, provincial and municipal government and provides a useful precedent which will help our ongoing efforts on Floatin
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                There have been warmer-than-normal temperatures in the basin in March. Lake Michigan-Huron is now 2 inches lower than it was at this time last year. - 
From a month ago the water levels on Lakes Superior & St Clair are down 1 & 0 inches, respectively, and Lakes Michigan-Huron, Erie & Ontario are up 1, 1 & 2 inches, respectively. Lakes Superior, Michigan-Huron, St Clair, Erie & Ontario are lower by 8, 2, 7, 7 & 8 inches, respectively, than they were at this time last year. Lakes Michigan-Huron, St Clair, Erie & Ontario are 3, 9, 12 & 2 inches, respectively, above their long-term March average and Lake Superior is 1 inch below. All the lakes remain well below their March record highs. - 
In a month’s time Lakes Sup
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                    Georgian Bay Has Lost One of its Greatest Friends – Wally King

                    


                


                

                It is with great sadness that we report that Wally King passed away peacefully on March 25 at the age of 90. Wally was a true and loyal friend to the preservation of the Georgian Bay environment and a tireless advocate for protecting our precious ecosystem. - 
As a long-time director and president of the Sans Souci & Copperhead Association and GBA, Wally inspired countless people to go the extra mile to do what they could for the Bay. Among his most notable and enduring achievements were his roles in reviving the Georgian Bay Association, which had ceased operations in the 1970s, and building it back up prior to the formation of the Township of the Archipelago and the Georgian Bay Land Trust, all of which have gone from strength to strength over the years. In his many travels througho
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                    GBA Meets with MPP Saunderson to Discuss Microplastic Pollution in the Great Lakes

                    


                


                

                GBA representatives met with Brian Saunderson, MPP for Simcoe-Grey, to discuss how to reduce microplastic/microfibre pollution in the Great Lakes. This exploratory meeting should lead to the development of a strategy to build consensus across industry, academia, government and NGOs on how we can work together to get microfibre filters installed on new washing machine filters, and encourage their application on existing washing machines. - 
Eden Hataley, from the University of Toronto, presented a summary of the issue to show why action is needed. See the presentation here. - 
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                    GBA Continues to Press the DFO on Aquaculture Regulatory Concerns

                    


                


                

                
GBA's Aquaculture committee has written again to the federal Department of Fisheries & Oceans (DFO) to ask that they review the industry’s expansion plans and compliance with the Great Lakes Water Quality/Canada-Ontario agreements. Open net pen fish farms are not permitted in the US Great Lakes states. - 
Read the letter, here: GBA Letter to DFO Minister - March 16, 2024 - 
Read more about the aquaculture issue here.
 - 
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                    A University of Windsor Project Aims to Bolster Sturgeon Populations

                    


                


                

                A University of Windsor project, in partnership with the Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research (GLIER), is raising sturgeon for release with the goal of rebuilding a healthy, self-sustaining lake sturgeon population in the Detroit River. The project is focused on naturalizing juvenile sturgeon to their environment so future generations can flourish in the wild.

Raised in tanks on the Detroit River, researchers are studying young sturgeon in varied environments to see how different factors affect their growth. Upon eventual release, these young fish can then be monitored and tracked for decades to come due to their slow growth and long lifespans.

Once incredibly abundant, the Great Lakes sturgeon population is currently listed as endangered. It is estimated that the current
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                There have been warmer than normal temperatures in the basin in March so far. Lake Michigan-Huron is now one inch above where it was at this time last year. - 
From a month ago the water levels on Lakes Superior, & Erie are down 1 & 0 inches, respectively, and Lakes Michigan-Huron, St Clair & Ontario are up 1, 2 & 2 inches, respectively. Lakes Superior, Michigan-Huron, St Clair, Erie & Ontario are lower by 9, 1, 3, 4 & 6 inches, respectively, than they were at this time last year. Lakes Michigan-Huron, St Clair, Erie & Ontario are 3, 11, 12 & 2 inches,  respectively, above their long-term March average and Lake Superior is 1 inch below. All the lakes remain well below their March record highs. - 
In a month’s t
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                The warmer temperatures in the basin in February are continuing into March so far. Lake Michigan-Huron is lower than it was at this time last year. - 
From a month ago the water levels on Lakes Superior, Michigan-Huron & Erie are down 2, 0, & 1 inches, respectively, and Lakes St Clair & Ontario are both up 1 inch. Lakes Superior, Michigan-Huron, St Clair, Erie & Ontario are lower by 8, 1, 2, 5 & 5 inches, respectively, than they were at this time last year. Lakes Michigan-Huron, St Clair, Erie & Ontario are 3, 11, 12 & 2 inches, respectively, above their long-term March average and Lake Superior is 1 inch below. All the lakes remain well below their March record highs. - 
In a month’s time Lakes Superior, Michigan-Hu
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                    Ontario's Bear Hotline Opens Early in Anticipation of Hibernation Ending

                    


                


                

                The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry’s (MNRF) bear reporting hotline, which usually is active from April 1 to November 30, has opened early in anticipation of black bears emerging from hibernation. MNRF is expecting an early wake up this year due to an unseasonably warm winter and the recent, heavy rains which have the potential to flood bears out of their dens. - 



MNRF and the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are asking people to exercise caution as there is little natural food for bears at this time of year, which will lead them to search for other food sources such as garbage and bird feed. They suggest:


 	Store garbage in waste containers with tight-fitting lids (indoors if possible)
 	Wait until pickup day to put out garbage
 	Take away bird feeders f
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                    Agreement Signed to Enhance Cooperation on Great Lakes Restoration and Protection

                    


                


                

                The Great Lakes Fishery Commission, the Great Lakes Commission, and International Joint Commission have agreed to work together more closely to achieve better results on restoring and protecting the Great Lakes. - 
Although there are no specific action items set out in this agreement, it clearly makes sense to establish a closer working relationship to avoid duplication of effort, and leverage the significant skills and substantial knowledge between these three organizations.

Read the IJC press release here and the Memorandum of Understanding here.
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